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COVID-19 was not a hoax, but it was the world’s first Social Media pandemic, where fear was spread in a way we have never seen before. Our goal 
with the COVID-19 Tracker was to provide a data driven piece to put the pandemic in perspective.

The information we presented was used by the White House, Congress, the press, educational institutions from universities to high schools, and 
of course, the Financial Advisor community. The reason we think it was so widely used was that we presented factual data in a way that helped 
minimize fear.

What this data has consistently shown since the beginning of the pandemic was that those most at risk were a small subset of the population. Those 
65 years and older make up only 16.3% of the population, but have accounted for nearly 75% of all COVID-19 deaths as of 3/2/2022.* In our opinion, 
focusing resources on the most vulnerable individuals, instead of locking down the entire country, would have resulted in better outcomes from both 
a public health and economic perspective. As history looks back, we believe locking down the economy will be viewed as one of the most damaging 
public policy mistakes in world history.

The shutdowns destroyed supply chains, put millions out of work, hurt the young by eliminating in-person learning, damaged mental health, caused 
the delay of important screenings for other health problems, and led to a government spending spree of over $5 trillion. We are now dealing with the 
costs of those shutdowns and while we can’t assess the long-term sociological problems, we do know that the economic data continues to improve. 
You can follow our weekly Recovery Tracker here.

The U.S. and other western countries have seen case counts from the Omicron wave of COVID-19 collapse over the past several weeks, and it now looks 
clear that the worst of this wave of the virus is behind us. As a result, and in conjunction with widespread population immunity due to vaccination 
and prior infection, restrictions are starting to be removed at a rapid rate around the world. It’s important to remember that seasonality plays a big 
part in the spread of this virus, and cases could always rise once again, but for now it looks like the status quo of lockdowns, mask mandates, vaccine 
passports, etc. over the past two years may be coming to an end. 

The lagging effects of the draconian response to this pandemic will continue to be felt for years to come as will the long-term economic consequences 
from government spending and money printing. But it seems clear that confidence is returning, the pandemic is waning and the economy continues 
to recover. As a result, we have decided it’s time to end the First Trust COVID-19 Tracker. This final Tracker is two pages. We hope you found our Tracker 
a port in the COVID-19 storm.

*Source: CDC.gov. As of March 2, 2022. 3.4.22 | www.ftportfolios.com

https://www.ftportfolios.com/retail/blogs/economics/index.aspx
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Daily Reported New Positive COVID-19 Tests vs. Daily Reported 
Deaths from COVID-19 in the U.S.
March 1, 2020 - March 1, 2022

Sources: CDC.gov, First Trust Advisors
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U.S. COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered by Vaccine Type
As of March 2, 2022

Sources: CDC.gov, First Trust Advisors
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U.S. COVID-19 Cases, Deaths and Current Hospitalizations 
as a Percent (%) of their January 2021 Peaks
July 21, 2020 - March 1, 2022

Sources: CDC.gov, ourworldindata.org, First Trust Advisors
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COVID-19 Deaths by Age vs. Share of Population in the U.S.
As of March 2, 2022

Sources: CDC.gov, census.gov (population estimates as of 4/1/20), First Trust Advisors
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Omicron Spread in Two States: Mask Mandate vs. No Mask Mandate
November 1, 2021 - March 2, 2022

Sources: CDC.gov, First Trust Advisors
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COVID-19 Deaths in Places with Very Different Lockdown Policies
March 1, 2020 - March 2, 2022

Sources: ourworldindata, Bloomberg, First Trust Advisors
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Mask Usage vs. Daily Positive Tests
March 2, 2020 - March 1, 2022

Sources: YouGov.com, covidtracking.com, First Trust Advisors

Daily Positive COVID-19 Tests  YouGov Survey Reported Mask Usage (data through 12/30/21)
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The U.S. Senate passed a nonbinding joint 
resolution on March 3, 2022, along party lines 
48 (Republican) to 47 (Democrat), that would 

end the national COVID-19 emergency after 
President Joe Biden extended the declaration 

in February. The resolution will go nowhere, 
as the Biden administration has said they 

would veto the resolution if it were to make it 
to Biden’s desk. However, it still has to pass 

the House, which is highly unlikely, 
as Democrats have the majority.1
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Estimated Influenza Deaths of Children Aged 0-17 (2010-2020) vs. 
COVID-19 Deaths of Children Aged 0-17 in the U.S. 
As of February 19, 2022

Sources: CDC.gov, First Trust Advisors. Measure period spans weeks 40-39 of the current year and 
following year respectively.
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COVID-19 vs 1918 Spanish Flu
As of March 2, 2022

Sources: CDC.gov, Census.gov (population estimates as of 4/1/20), National Office of Vital Statistics,
First Trust Advisors
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The COVID-19 Pandemic in Context
January 1900 - January 2022

Sources: CDC.gov, U.S. Census Bureau, First Trust Advisors
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Estimated Percentage of State Population 
with Infection-Induced COVID-19 Antibodies
As of February 25, 2022

Sources: CDC.gov, First Trust Advisors
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COVID-19 Vaccine Tracker
As of March 2, 2022

U.S. Age-Adjusted Deaths from All Causes 
Per 1,000 People in Population
1900-2020

Sources: CDC.gov, First Trust Advisors
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